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STATE MINIETERS' MEET THIS MONTH

Taking a leaf from UP, |
Centre to push for ‘One
District-One Product’
scheme across country

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUGKNOW, AUGLIST.23 h. v,

THE UNION Ministry of
Commerce and Industry is
preparing an nstitutional
mechanism to promote the One
District One Product (ODOP)
scheme, first started by the
Uttar Pradesh government, at
the national level to tap the ru-
ral economic potential of the
country and 1dentify one prod-
uct per district.
The ministry has scheduled
a video-conference meeting
with the Industry Ministers of all
states and Union Ternitones later
this month to discuss how the
movement could be taken fur-
ther. The ODOP was started in
Uttar Pradesh nearly two years
ago and, according to Principal
Secretary (MSME and Export
Promotion) Navneet Sehgal, was
a “great success” as it helped the
state increase its exports by
around 30 per cent.

In a letter to the Uttar

Pradesh Minister for Industries,
Satish Mahana, Union Minister
of Railways and Commerce &
Industry Piyush Goyal said the
nation must move on the path of
value addition to our natural re-
sources as well as human re-
sources and that rural India has
high potential in terms of labour,
land and natural resources,
whichare the basic inputs in the
production process,

“In order to realize the true
economic potential of rural India
and align it with that of the clar-
ion call of the Prime Minister to
make ‘Aatmanirbhar Bharat’, the
Ministry of Commerce and

Inclustey s oam process of potting
i place g st uional mmee b

nism to propagate One Distriet
One Product as a movement in
the country with the help of all
the state governments and Union
Territones,” read the letter

“The objective is to identify
one product per district hased on
the potential and strength of a
district and national prionties, |
develop a cluster for that prod- |
uct in the district which 15 capa-
ble of producing world-class ‘
product with quality, scalability
and a brand and also provide
market linkages,” the letter
stated.

It added that India was wit-
nessing reverse migration with
migrant workers going back to
their hometowns and the coun-
try can take this as an opportu-
nity to create a more geographi-
cally distributed model of
development.

It is proposed to drive the
movement on a mission mode
with specific targets set to be
achieved by 2022 when the
country would be celebrating
the 75th year of independence.

As per the ODOP Uttar
Pradesh website, the pro-
gramme aims at encouraging
such indigenous and specialised
products and crafts in UP that
are found nowhere else - such
as the nutritious 'Kala Namak'
rice, the rare and intriguing
wheat-stalk craft, world-famous
chikankari and zari-zardozi
work on clothes, and the intri-
cate and stunning horn-bone
work that uses the remains of
dead animals rather than live
ones, a nature-friendly replace-
ment for ivory.
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